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Little grebes nesting on open water - Human-induced changes in nesting locations

Miho Kazama D

Abstract: Currently, the number of irrigation ponds in Japan is decreasing progressively, and its impact on
birds that depend on the ponds for survival is considered to be significant. In addition, the remaining irrigation
ponds are subject to “deterioration” via factors such as water pollution invasive introduced species and
diminished aquatic biodiversity due to bank and floor protection work and due to the housing development of
surrounding farming areas. The number of irrigation ponds that are suitable for birds is decreasing.

For 12 years from 1998 to 2009, I investigated the nesting status of grebes at 100 reservoirs in Kishiwada
City, Osaka Prefecture. The nesting environment for grebes is inside the reeds and other emergent plants, in
the shade of woody plants growing on the edge of the pond, and since 2002, nesting has been confirmed on
the open water surface, and the total number of nests in the survey ponds has increased. The proportion of
Little grebe continues to increase. In particular, since 2003, more than 30 nests have been built every year
on the open water surface at Kumeda Pond, which has the largest area in the survey area, and many have
successfully bred.

Nesting on the open water surface has been confirmed in fish breeding ponds, where nets and wires have
been stretched over the water surface to prevent Great Cormorants. These factors are thought to be effective
in protecting the grebe from predators during nesting.
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